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The Departmental Committee on Foot- 
and-Mouth Disease 


Government Policy on the Gowers Report 


WING to the London newspaper strike, and the consequent 

compression of current news immediately thereafter in order 

to accommodate part of the ‘‘ back-log,’’ the important speech 
made by Lord St. Aldwyn on the above subject was probably not 
read in much detail by many of our readers. It was made in the 
House of Lords en April 20th, when Lord St. Aldwyn, as Joint 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food, replied to a debate on foot-and-mouth disease. We give 
below a number of extracts which convey the gist of the speaker’s 
observations. Lord St. Aldwyn said:— 

Foot-and-mouth disease is endemic on the Continent. I do not 
want to weary your Lordships with masses of figures, but I think 
that a few details of the 1951-52 series of outbreaks will serve to 
bring into sharp relief the sort of problem we in this country should 
have to face if ever the disease took a firm hold here. 

As my noble friend Lord Hungarton said, there were over 300,000 
outbreaks in France, 200,000 in Western Germany, about 60,000 
in Belgium and close on 30,000 in Holland and in Denmark. In 
Great Britain the number of outbreaks confirmed during the same 
period was 600-odd. The contrast is certainly striking. It has been 
estimated by the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United 
Nations that the 1951-52 outbreaks caused direct losses over the 
whole of Europe amounting to £143 million; and the indirect losses 
were probably even greater. The cost to France was in the region 
of £45 million, to Western Germany {40 million, and to Belgium 
£7 million. So far as this country is concerned, we paid out about 
£3 million in compensation for the 85,000 a that were 
slaughtered. 

Although we suffered far less than some of ‘the Continental 
countries, the number of outbreaks here was greater than at any 
time since 1942. Inevitably, public attention was focused on the 
slaughter policy, and Her Majesty’s Government decided to appoint 
a Committee, under the chairmanship of Sir Ernest Gowers. It is 
the Report of that Committee which we are debating to-day. 

Since the Report was published we have been taking the views 
of all interested organisations about the Committee’s recommenda- 
tions. I am glad to say that there has been very little criticism of 
them, and I can tell the House at once that the Government pro- 
pose to accept nearly all of them—subject, in one or two cases, 
to slight modifications or adaptations. 
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On the main issue of policy, the Gowers Committee 
came to the conclusion that the stamping-out policy 
(which has been adopted since 1892) is right for this 
country in normal times. The Committee refer to 
the many uncertainties associated with the use of vac- 
cination, as well as the probability that, as the noble 
Lord, Lord Adrian, said, if the stamping-out policy 
were abandoned in favour of vaccination, some of 
our most valuable export markets for livestock would 
be closed to us. The Committee’s analysis of the 
situation should leave no doubt that in the interests 
of livestock farming, and of agriculture in general, 
we must continue to stamp out foot-and-mouth 
disease by slaughtering infected animals and those 
that have been in contact with them. They go on to 
recommend that vaccination might be valuable, or 
even indispensable, in combating an epidemic so 
serious that stamping out by slaughter was neither 
practicable nor economic. 

The Government accept these recommendations on 
policy, but I must make it clear that this country has 
never yet faced a situation in which an outbreak of 
foot-and-mouth disease was so widespread and diffi- 
cult to control that the policy of slaughter combined 
with movement restriction broke down. The Govern- 
ment’s view is that the circumstances of an outbreak 
would have to be exceptionally bad—much worse 
than anything so far encountered—before the use of 
vaccination would be justified. As the Committee 
recognised, it would have to be left to the Minister 
to decide whether, and if so when, to impose vaccina- 
tion. Frankly, the contingency seems rather remote. 
The Committee ruled out compulsory vaccination of 
particular herds in normal times, and also recom- 
mended that voluntary vaccination should not be per- 
mitted, certainly until we know more than we do to- 
day about the dangers of vaccination masking infec- 
tion—that is to say, the danger that vaccinated 
animals might become unrecognised sources of 
infection. 

While there are differences of expert opinion on 
this subject, the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons, in their evidence before the Gowers Commit- 
tee, went so far as to say that they thought there was 
a strong possibility that vaccination might mask in- 
fection. Your Lordships, I know, will attach the 
highest importance to an expression of opinion com- 
ing from so authoritative a source. As the Commit- 
tee said in their Report, in the absence of scientific 
proof the possibility of masked infection of animals 
vaccinated against foot-and-mouth disease cannot 
safely be ignored. It is known to be a feature of other 
animal virus diseases against which vaccination is 
used, and until we know positively that no such 
danger exists, I think the risks to the farming com- 
munity in general that would come from permitting 
voluntary vaccination of a particular herd would far 
outweigh any possible benefit which individual 
farmers might gain. The same opinion is strongly held 
in the United States and in Canada, and also in Nor- 
way. I do not think there can be any doubt that the 
prudent thing to do is to wait and consider the advice 
of the Pirbright Institute. The investigations going 
on there are bound to take some time, so we shall 
have to wait a bit before we can get a definite answer 

to this question, and I think we must be patient. 
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At this point, I feel that I should refer to the work 
of the Foot-and-Mouth Disease Research Institute at 
Pirbright. It has been said that if, in these days of 
rapid scientific progress, we have been unable to im- 
prove on the crude method of stamping out foot-and- 
mouth disease by slaughter, the fault must lie with 
our research workers. It is sometimes alleged that 
the Pirbright Institute, in particular, has paid too 
little attention to the possibility of vaccination and 
that no serious attempt has been made to find a satis- 
factory alternative to the slaughter policy. This was 
certainly not the view of the Gowers Committee. 


The Committee made two recommendations affect- 
ing Pirbright. The first was that the relationship of 
the Governing Body of the Institute to the Minister 
of Agriculture and to the Agricultural Research Coun- 
cil should be more clearly defined—the noble Lord, 
Lord Hungarton, mentioned this point. I can say 
here that the whole question of the administration of 
agricultural research and the responsibilities of the 
Agricultural Research Council and the Minister are 
at present being considered by Ministers, and I hope 
that it will be possible to announce decisions before 
long. The intention will then be to clarify the posi- 
tion in the way desired by the Gowers Committee. 


The noble Earl, Lord Listowel, and the noble Lord, 
Lord Hungarton, both raised a query about the 
Veterinary Research Council. The Committee sug- 
gested that it might be worth while considering care- 
fully whether a separate Veterinary Research Council 
ought to be created. This question was raised some 
time ago with the Privy Council, but after consulta- 
tion with the Agricultural Departments it was felt that 
it would be a retrograde step to separate research in 
the fields of animal, crop and soil husbandry under 
different organisations. All these matters «re the 
responsibility of the Agricultural Research Council, 
on which veterinary interests are represented. It is 
to this Council, with its wide community of interests, 
that we must look for guidance on veterinary research. 


The Committee’s second recommendation about 
the Pirbright Institute concerned its capacity to pro- 
duce foot-and-mouth disease vaccine. A year or two 
ago it was decided that Pirbright should be expanded 
to enable it, in case of need, to undertake, among 
other things, production of vaccine on a commercial 
scale. The Gowers Committee did not think that, 
even with this expansion, the Institute would be fully 
adequate to meet any emergency that might arise. 
The position now is that the building work for the 
present expansion is nearly complete, and the addi- 
tional scientific and other staff are being recruited. 
The next step will be to carry out trials of vaccine 
production on a commercial scale. I am advised that 
this will take some two years. During this time, as 
experience is gained of commercial production, we 
propose to review the potential output of vaccine of 
which the Institute would be capable in a serious 
emergency. It may be, for example, that no more 
physical expansion of the Institute will be needed, 
provided that there is a reserve capacity of output 
that could be called into use if necessary. I do not 


think we need make up our minds about this matter 
at present; we ought to feel our way carefully. It 
would be wrong to produce, at great expense, large 
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quantities of vaccine which we should be quite unable 
to use. It would also be wrong to provide the capacity 
for producing more vaccine than the very limited 
number of veterinary surgeons that we have in the 
country would be capable of using in the event of an 
emergency. 

I come now to the collection and disposal of kitchen 
waste, or swill. There is no question that foot-and- 
mouth disease does occur at intervals in this country 
through animals being fed with, or having access to, 
untreated scraps from South American meat. 

The Gowers Committee gave a great deal of thought 
to this difficult problem, and came to the conclusion 
that there should be no compulsion on local authori- 
ties to collect. The Government agree with that view. 
The Committee went on to recommend that all waste 
food, whether collected by a local authority or pri- 
vately, to be used for feeding to animals should be 
sterilised by the collector and that all substantial col- 
lectors of waste food, other than local authorities, 
should be licensed. The Government accept this re- 
commendation, so far as private collectors are con- 
cerned, and we propose to make the necessary orders 
under the Diseases of Animals Act as soon as possible. 
The position will then be that any private collector 
or farmer who obtains swill which is to be fed to 
animals will have to get a licence. He will be re- 
quired to use an approved sterilising plant, and his 
plant and methods will be subject to periodical inspec- 
tion. The only private collector exempt from this 
licensing requirement (though not, of course, from 
the requirement to sterilise) will be the small man 
who keeps just a few pigs or poultry and who collects 
kitchen waste, probably from his immediate neigh- 
bours, to feed to them. This will give substantially 
more protection than we have now because only col- 
lectors operating in the old ‘‘ scheduled areas ’’—the 
larger urban areas—are required to be licensed at 
present. 

I come now to the difficult question of the position 
of local authorities. In the past, local authorities 
have collected a considerable amount of kitchen 
waste for feeding to animals. It seems inevitable 
that the amount of kitchen waste collected for this 
purpose by local authorities in the future will be very 
much smaller, and that the really important thing 
will be, as we now propose, to control the private 
collector and processor. The Gowers Committee re- 
commend that local authorities who collect swill 
should be required to sterilise it. At first sight this 
would seem to be the safest course, but it might well 
be, in fact, that to impose a requirement to sterilise 
would be the surest way of discouraging local authori- 
ties from collecting, since in present circumstances it 
would almost certainly involve the local authorities 
in a loss. Kitchen waste would then be collected, 
and in many cases dumped, with other refuse; and, 
even where controlled dumping is practised, we have 
found by experience that it is impossible to prevent 
all risk to animals. 

The Gowers Committee said that this problem did 
}not admit of a wholly satisfactory solution, and that 
weighty arguments could be brought against every 
conceivable course. In this view, I think, there is 
much truth. It is a very difficult subject, and the 


329 


Government have not finally made up their minds on 
the point about local authorities. As at present ad- 
vised, we are not convinced that the course recom- 
mended by the Committee is the right one. We are 
giving the matter further consideration. 

The question has sometimes been raised whether a 
subsidy to cover this loss,* either out of the rates or 
out of the Exchequer, would be justified in the present 
circumstances. On that question I have no doubts 
at all. The cost would almost certainly be out of all 
proportion to the cost of dealing with such minor 
outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease as might arise 
from contamination from South American meat. In 
the past 10 years, foot-and-mouth disease thought to 
be attributable to swill has involved the payment of 
about £250,000 by way of compensation: in other 
words, an annual average of about £25,000. It is 
extremely difficult to estimate what a subsidy on the 
collection of swill would cost, but it would certainly 
be far greater than the cost of the disease. In the 
year 1948-49, the Government paid out £400,000 to 
subsidise swill collection by less than a quarter of the 
local authorities in Great Britain, and this at a time 
when the demand was reasonably good. I am sure 
your Lordships will agree that we should not be 
justified in spending such a large sum of public money 
at the present time. 

I have already mentioned that foot-and-mouth 
disease is endemic on the Continent. | The Gowers 
Committee attached considerable importance to a 
project initiated by the Food and Agriculture Organ- 
isation of the United Nations for the establishment of 
a European Commission for the control of the disease. 
Her Majesty’s Government have supported this pro- 
ject from its inception, and I am happy to be able 
to tell the noble Earl, Lord Listowel, and the noble 
Lord, Lord Hungarton, that the Commission has been 
formally established and is at work. In fact, if your 
Lordships would be interested to know, I may say 
that there are eight countries now involved. They 
are: Denmark, Ireland, Norway, Jugoslavia, Holland, 
Iceland, Austria and ourselves. Italy and Portugal 
have definitely signified their intention of joining, too. 

Before I sit down I should like to deal with the 
point raised by the noble Lord, Lord Brabazon of 
Tara. Doctor Crofton’s claim that he is able to pro- 
duce a preventive vaccine has, as your Lordships 
know, received considerable publicity. He says, if 
I understand him rightly, that he can produce this 
vaccine from dead bacilli grown from the virus of 
foot-and-mouth disease. He contends that such a 
vaccine would be cheaper than the orthodox vaccine, 
would be non-infective and would confer immunity 
for at least 13 months (this immunity probably being 
transmissible from parent to offspring), and that a 
vaccine prepared from one strain of virus would 
be effective against all strains. 

Dr. Crofton gave oral evidence before the Gowers 
Committee. As my noble friend said, he himself ad- 
mitted that if his theory were accepted this would 
involve re-writing all the textbooks in the world on 


*The speaker was referring to the possible loss made 
by local authorities if they were compelled to collect and 


sterilise swill. 
(Concluded on page 338, column 2) 


955 
ork 
at 
of 
im- 
nd- 
rith 
hat 
too 
ind 
tis- 
Vas 
of 
ter 
in- 
: 
ay 
of 
he 
ire 
pe 
re 
d, 
he 
“il 
1€ 
A- 
at 
in 
l, 
is 
it 
)~ 
d 
4 
y 


THE VETERINARY REcoRD = April 30th, 1955 


Storage of Boar and Stallion Spermatozoa in Glycine- 


Kgg- Yolk 


Y 


Medium 


A. ROY* 
A.R.C. Unit of Animal Reproduction, Animal Research Station, Cambridge 


INCE attempts to prolong the survival of boar 

and stallion spermatozoa in vitro have not been 

very successful the use of artificial insemination 
for pigs and horses has not become a_ practical 
proposition. Bogart and Mayer (1950) found that 
buffers composed of ionizable salts are harmful to 
stallion spermatozoa and that sperm survival is in- 
creased in solutions of non-electrolytes, such as 
glucose. Szumowski (1954) has recently reported 
that stallion spermatozoa survive for 4 to 9 days at 
2° C. in a glucose-egg-yolk diluent and that sperma- 
tozoa diluted in this medium, with the addition of 
glycerol, can be successfully cooled to —79° C. In- 
vestigations carried out by Roy and Bishop (1954) 
have shown that diluents composed of equal parts 
of 3 per cent. glycine and egg-yolk markedly im- 
proved the survival of bovine spermatozoa at 4° C. 
The present paper reports some observations which 
have been made on the use of these diluents for 
the storage of boar and stallion spermatozoa. 

Boar semen was diluted with an equal volume of 
3-2 per cent. sodium citrate-egg-yolk and with 3 per 
cent. glycine-egg-yolk and stored at 4° C. After 
24 hours, a large number of motile spermatozoa were 
found in the glycine diluent but none in the citrate 
diluent. Sperm survival was slightly increased when 
the sperm concentration was doubled by centri- 
fugation and removal of supernatant plasma and 
the concentrated semen diluted with equal volumes 
of either 3 per cent. glycine-egg-yolk, 4.5 per cent. 
glycine-egg-yolk, 6 per cent. glycine-egg-yolk or 
3-2 per cent. sodium citrate-egg-yolk. Survival was 
again better in the glycine diluents than in the 
citrate diluent and the best results were obtained 
with 4.5 per cent. glycine-egg-yolk. The various 
glycine solutions were always made up in glass- 
distilled water. 

Subsequently, boar semen was centrifuged at 
1,500 r.p.m. until the spermatozoa had settled as 
a compact mass and the seminal plasma was com- 
pletely removed. The sperm pack was resuspended 
to one-tenth of the original volume of semen, either 
in seminal plasma or in 4.5 per cent glycine-egg- 
yolk, and both were mixed with an equal volume 
of 4.5 per cent. glycine-egg-yolk. When such 
specimens were stored at 4° C. full initial motility 
was maintained for over 30 hours in samples with 
added plasma and for 48 hours in samples without 
added plasma (Fig. 1, curve 2). 

Sperm packs resuspended in 4.5 per cent. glycine- 
egg-yolk to one-tenth of the original volume of 
semen were successfully cooled to ~79’ C. by the 


* Nuffield Foundation Dominion Fellow on leave of absence 
from the College of Veterinary Science, Mathura, India. 
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Fic. 1.—The decline of motility of stallion and boar sperma- 
tozoa stored at 4° C. in glycine-egg-yolk diluents. (1) Mean 
observations on five ejaculates of stallion semen diluted with 
4 per cent. glycine-egg-yolk. (2 and 3) Mean observations 
on six split samples of concentrated boar semen diluted with 
(2) 4-5 per cent. glycine-egg-yolk and (3) 4-5 per cent. glycine- 
egg-yolk with glycerol. 
method of Polge and Rowson (1952). Samples were 
kept at 4° C. for 1o hours, after which an equal 
volume of cooled 4.5 per cent. glycine-egg-yolk con- 
taining 20 per cent. glycerol was added in four doses 
at intervals of 15 minutes. After an equilibration 
period of 16 hours at 4” C. aliquots were cooled to 
-~79°C. About 50 per cent. of the originally 
active spermatozoa were still highly motile 
when thawed after 24 hours at -79° C. An 
interesting result emerged from samples to which 
glycerol had been added but which were stored at 
4° C. In these samples sperm motility was main- 
tained without diminution for three days (Fig. 1, 
curve 3). 
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A Note on a Collection Apparatus 
for Avian Semen 


BY 
D. M. COOPER 
Poultry Research Station, Animal Health Trust 
Houghton, Hunts. 


HE usual method of collection of semen from 

cockerels and stags is that described by Burrows 

& Quinn (1937) in which semen is obtained using 
the abdominal massage technique. Wheeler (1948) 
& Mueller (1949) have proposed one-man techniques 
for the collection of semen and the insemination of 
hens when the services of an assistant are not avail- 
able. Both methods suggest the use of a small glass 
funnel or a wide-mouthed vial as the collecting re- 
ceptacle. Thumin (1951) modified the receptacle and 
container by using a funnel with a wide stem closed 
at one end and calibrated for measurements. This 
may be fitted into a small vacuum flask filled with 
water at the desired temperature. 

The writer has found a funnel to have the dis- 
advantage of contamination from dust, especially 
when males are kept on deep litter. A second dis- 
advantage is the inevitable loss which occurs in 
measuring the volume of semen and transferring it 
to a test-tube. This is particularly important in the 
collection from turkeys when the volume produced 
averages only 0.2 ml. (Lorenz & Carson, 1951) and 
the range 0.1 ml. to 1.0 ml. (Marsden & Martin, 
1939). 

The collection apparatus consists of the following 
parts : —- 

One 10 ml. pyrex centrifuge tube graduated in 
0.1 ml.; one }in. by 1 in. cork, through which are 
bored two holes to take the glass tubing; one piece 


glass tubing 2in. long 4mm. diameter; one piece ~ 


glass tubing 4 in. long 4 mm. diameter bent at a go° 
angle 1 in. from one end; one piece polythene tubing 
3 mm. diameter about 15 in. long with a short glass 


Stallion semen when diluted with an equal volume 
of 4 per cent. glycine-egg-yolk and stored at 4° C. 
displayec nearly full sperm motility for 48 hours. 
Samples diluted in this way were successfully 
cooled to ~79° C. by the technique adopted for boar 
semen. From 60 to 70 per cent of the originally 
active spermatozoa were still highly motile when 
thawed after 24 hours at ~79° C. 

Roy and Bishop (1954) observed that fructose had 
a favourable effect on the survival of bovine sperma- 
tozoa ,in glycine-egg-yolk diluents, but there is no 
indication of a similar effect on the spermatozoa of 
either boar or stallion. The fructose concentrations 
used ranged from 0.25 per cent. to 1 per cent. 

I am greatly indebted to Mr. C. Polge for the 
collection of semen and to Dr. John Hammond, 
C.B.E., F.R.S., for the provision of research 
facilities. 
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Collection apparatus for avian semen. 


Key: ut & 7—glass tubing; 2 & 3—cork; 4—vacuum 


flask; 5—graduated centrifuge tube; 6—polythene tubing 
with mouthpiece. 


Collection apparatus using the one-man technique. 
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Collection apparatus using the two-man technique. 


mouthpiece at one end; one half-pint vacuum flask 
with cork bored to take the centrifuge tube. 


The apparatus is assembled and used as shown in 
the accompanying diagram and photographs. 

The advantage of this method of collection lies in 
the elimination of dust, faecal material and excess ° 
urates from the sample, the automatic measurement 
of the ejaculate, and the collection of the smallest 
amount of semen left adhering to the copulatory 
organ. The temperature in the vacuum flask may be 
varied depending on whether the semen is to be used 
for immediate insemination or for experimental pur- 
poses. No loss occurs, as the syringe for inseminating 
the hens fits easily into the centrifuge tube. This 
collection apparatus is easily cleaned, and the short 
glass tubes and centrifuge tube sterilised by auto- 
claving or dry heat 

Although the apparatus has been generally used 
in the two-man technique of collecting semen, it may 
also be used by one person as shown in the photo- 
graph. 


Acknowledgment.—I wish to express my sincere 
thanks to Miss P. Reynolds for her technical assis- 


tance. This work was carried out under a grant from 
the Agricultural Research Council. 
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Displacement of the Abomasum 
Associated with Peptic Ulceration in a 
Cow 


BY 


A. MARR and W. F. H. JARRETT 
University of Glasgow Veterinary School 


ISPLACEMENT of the abomasum has become a 

recognised clinical entity in cattle (Begg, 1950 ; 

Ford, 1950 ; Jones, 1952 ; Hebeler, 1954 ; Moore 
et al., 1954) but there is little information available on 
the aetiology of the condition. In the case recorded here 
the primary cause of the displacement appeared to be 
a chronic peptic ulcer, and while it is unlikely that this 
is a common cause it is thought worth recording as one 
of the possible pathogeneses. 


History 

The affected animal, a fourth-calf Ayrshire cow, was 
admitted to the veterinary hospital with a history of 
having calved six weeks previously. Ten days after 
calving the cow had shown symptoms of acetonaemia 
and had been treated with a composite injection of 
calcium, magnesium and phosphate. No improvement 
occurred after this treatment and the cow showed a 
considerable loss of condition over the next 14 days. A 
rumenotomy was then performed by the veterinary 
surgeon in charge of the case. This revealed the presence 
of the abomasum between the rumen and the left 
abdominal wall. There was a firm adhesion between 
the abomasum and the abdominal wall in the lower left 
abdominal segment in the region of the costal arch. 
No attempt was made to correct the condition and the 
laparotomy wound was closed. There was some slight 
improvement in the appetite following operation but 
this was not maintained and the animal was admitted 
to the veterinary hospital for demonstration purposes 
10 days after the operation. 


Examination 


The cow was in poor bodily condition and the general 
demeanour dull and depressed. The temperature was 
101-5°, respiratory rate 16 per minute, and the pulse 
68 and of poor volume. The laparotomy wound had 
healed well. Auscultation of the rumen over the left 
sub-lumbar region revealed sluggish ruminal move- 
ments occurring approximately once per minute. 
Auscultation over the left lower segment of the abdomen 
revealed the presence of abnormal sounds in an area 
just behind the costal arch. These sounds were of 
higher pitch, of a more fluid nature, and more remin- 
iscent of true intestinal borborygmi than the slow 
“ churning ’’ type of sound normally heard in this area 
and associated with ruminal movement. 


Rectal examination revealed a picture similar to that 
described by Hebeler (1954) in a report of a case of 
displaced abomasum, 27.e., the posterior part of the 
abdomen felt abnormally empty and one had the 
impression that the arm was being sucked up to the 
right upper part of the abdomen giving a sensation of a 
negative pressure in the rectum. 
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Blood Picture 
Haematological examination at the time of admission 
showed the following results :— 


PCV. 
coe 
Total R.B.C.s 3,800,000 

B.C.s_ 10,2 
Neutrophils ... 56 per cent. 
Lymphocytes 42 
Eosinophils ... 2 


The white blood cell picture was, therefore, similar 
to that described in traumatic reticulitis ; it did not 
seem likely that the abnormal blood picture was related 
to the operation since this had been performed 14 days 
previously and the wound healed well. 

Biochemical examination revealed no ketonaemia and 
the levels of Ca, Mg and P were normal. 


Course 

The animal was kept in the hospital for about a 
month, and during this time her condition gradually 
deteriorated. The appetite was of an intermittent 
nature ; she tended to eat fairly well for two or three 
days and then showed complete anorexia for a day or 
two. In the few days before the cow was destroyed 
lack of appetite was complete. 


Post-mortem Findings 

Lesions were confined to the abdominal cavity. On 
opening into the latter, the abomasum was found lying 
transversely between the reticulum and the rumen on 
the floor of the cavity. The meso-duodenum had 
become severed from its attachments and the abomasum 
had arched so that the part of the greater curvature 
normally opposed to the ventral aspect of the rumen 
was now closely applied to the diaphragm on its left 
side at the level of the middle of the 10th rib (Fig. 3c). 
At this point there was a strong fibrous adhesion about 
3 inches in diameter between the diaphragm and the 
abomasum. When this adhesion was manually broken 
down the tear, illustrated in Fig. 1, was left on the 


Fic. 1,—Diaphragm showing point of adhesion. 


diaphragm. The abomasum was then opened along its 
lesser curvature, and on the greater curvature at the 
point corresponding to the adhesion there was a large 
ulcer (Fig. 2). This was of the typical chronic peptic 
variety. It was oval in shape measuring 3} by 1} inches. 
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Fic. 2.—Peptic ulcer in abomasum. 


Its edges weré rounded and overhanging ; the crater 
was lined by a shallow layer of necrotic debris. The 
lateral walls of the ulcer were formed by the perforated 
muscle layers. ‘The base consisted of dense fibrous 
tissue which merged insensibly with the external 
adhesion. ‘The mucous membrane surrounding the 
ulcer was puckered and distorted. There were no 
other lesions in the stomach. The original rumenotomy 
wound had healed well. 


Discussion 


Clinically this case presented the usual features of 
displacement of the abomasum, i.e., a vague digestive 
upset occurring shortly after calving, with a capricious 
appetite and a possible ketonaemia. One sign was 
present which deserves special emphasis since it appears 
to be one of the few positive signs in a rather vague 
clinical syndrome. This is the presence in the left flank 
of borborygmi-like sounds which are easily distinguish- 
able from normal ruminal sounds. They were present 
in all six cases of this condition examined clinically by 
one of us (A. M.). Occasionally they are of infrequent 
occurrence and it may be necessary to auscultate for 
up to two minutes before they are heard. The sensation 
of so-called ‘‘ negative pressure ’’ was present in this 
case but since it was not a feature of some of the cases 
examined, and since it may be experienced in other 
conditions in which there is an abnormally small amount 
of food and faeces in the alimentary tract, it cannot be 
stressed as a diagnostic feature. , 

The abnormal position of the abomasum appeared to 
be due to two factors. First the illness began just after 
parturition and, in the later stages of pregnancy the 
fourth stomach is displaced so that its greater curvature 
lies near the left costal arch (Lagerléf, 1929). Secondly, 
an active peptic ulcer was present in the abomasum. 
The pathogenesis of the present case is visualised as 
follows. The abomasum was displaced to the left in 
late pregnancy. The chronic ulcer became active and 
partially perforated, causing a focus of peritonitis on 
the overlying serosa. A fibrinous adhesion then 
developed between the abomasum, the omentum and 
the diaphragm on the left side. Organisation of this 
exudate and the subsequent shrinkage of the new fibrous 
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Fic. 3.—Diagrams of the relative positions of the stomachs in 
(a) the normal cow ; 


(6) the cow in late pregnancy (after Lagerléf) ; 


(c) the present case. 
L.=liver ; CA=costal arch ; R=rumen ; Ret=reticulum ; 
OM=omasum ; AB=abomasum ; INT =small intestine. 


THE VETERINARY REcorRD April 30th, 1955 


tissue exerted traction on the stomach and fixed it firmly 
in position under the left costal arch. The relations of 
the stomachs in the normal and the pregnant cow and 
in the present case are illustrated in Fig. 8a, b and c 
respectively. 

Ulceration of the stomach is not uncommon in the 
bovine but a sharp differentiation must be made between 
true peptic ulceration and mucosal erosion. Hutyra et 
al. (1938) state that Tanz found ulcers in 78 to 98 per 
cent. of calf stomachs at different ages ; Schellhase 
(1927) claimed to have seen ulcers in 50 per cent. of 
the cows he examined. These figures must include 
small erosions of little or no clinical importance. How- 
ever, the statement by Hutyra et al. (1938) that gastric 
ulcers are rarely of clinical importance is not correct. 
This applies both to peptic gastric ulcers, which of 
course are confined to the true stomach since gastric 
juice is a prerequisite of their formation and to ulceration 
of the squamous coat of the fore-stomachs. Jensen ef 
al, (1954), in America, have demonstrated conclusively 
that there is an association between ruminal ulcers and 
hepatic abscesses, the primary ulceration being caused 
by a sudden change from “ range ”’ to “ feed-lot ’’ diet. 
We have seen this gastro-hepatic complex on several 
occasions and have also found peritonitis in a calf due 
to perforation of an acute ulcer in the reticulum. 


Cohrs (1952) states that true peptic ulcers are found 
in a high proportion (75 to 95 per cent.) of calves about 
the time of weaning ; he also records perforation and 
the formation of adhesions and fistulae in cattle of vary- 
ing ages. Hutyra et al. (1938) mention transportation 
as a cause of perforation of peptic ulcers in calves. We 
have seen perforation of a peptic ulcer with fatal 
peritonitis in both a calf and a heifer; one of us 
(Jarrett, 1954) has recorded a case in which the probable 
primary focus for a pyaemia was septic thrombosis of 
veins in the base of an active peptic ulcer in a calf. 
Jarrett & Lawson (1954) also found perforation of peptic 
ulcers in the cat and have seen peptic ulcers and 
“‘ kissing ’’ duodenal ulcers in a dog. It seems probable 
from these facts that gastric ulceration in animals has, 
in the past, been underrated as a cause of disease. 


Summary 


(1) A case is described in which displacement of the 
abomasum of a cow was caused by adhesions resulting 
from peptic ulceration. 

(2) The relationship of these changes to pregnancy 
is discussed, 

(3) The blood picture was similar to that found in 
traumatic reticulitis. 

(4) A diagnostic feature of importance in cases of 
displacement of the abomasum is the presence of 
abnormal gastric sounds over the left flank. 

(5) The clinical significance of gastric ulceration in 
the bovine is briefly discussed. 


Acknowledgments.—We wish to thank Mr. C. Wood, 
M.R.C.Y.S., for providing this case, Mr. A. Finney for 
taking the photographs and Mr. R. Masterman for 
preparing the diagrams. 
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Correction of a Luxated Superficia! 
Digital Flexor Tendon in a Greyhound 


BY 
L. C. VAUGHAN and W. B. FAULL 
Royal Veterinary College, Streatley 


Subject 
Three-year-old Greyhound bitch. 


History 

On January 26th, 1954, the bitch was being exercised 
in a field when she suddenly became lame in the right 
hind leg. The onset of lameness coincided with what 
the owner described as a “ snapping”? sound. The 
affected limb was incapable of sustaining weight and 
was painful on manipulation. The following day the 
leg was held in a permanently flexed position. At the 
point of the hock there was an oedematous, painful 
swelling. 

A tentative diagnosis of sprain of the Gastrocnemius 
tendon at its point of insertion was made and the owner 
advised to ensure complete rest for the animal, with 
frequent applications of cold compresses to the swelling. 

One week later the bitch was only slightly lame and 
the swelling had subsided, but there was still some 
thickening at the point of the hock. During manipula- 
tion of the right hock it was found that the superficial 
digital flexor tendon could be easily luxated laterally 
from the summit of the os calcis. Spontaneous reduction 
of the luxated tendon readily occurred. When the bitch 
ran or turned sharply the tendon frequently became 
luxated causing pain and immediate carriage of the limb. 


Anatomy 

“* At the point of the hock the superficial digital flexor 
widens out, forming a sort of cap over the tuber calcis, 
and detaches on either side a strong band which is 
inserted into the tuber calcis.’’ (Sisson.) 

Luxation of the superficial digital flexor will occur 
following rupture of its medial or lateral insertion into 
the tuber calcis. 


Treatment 

The bitch was admitted to hospital with a view to 
restoring and maintaining the tendon in its normal 
position. 

On February 5th the bitch was anaesthetised with 
pentobarbitone sodium administered intravenously and 
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maintained with endotracheal ether | oxygen | carbon 
dioxide mixture. +The os calcis region was clipped, 
shaved, cleaned with 70 per cent. alcohol, and suitably 
draped. A 1 3?-inch vertical skin incision was made over 
the posterior aspect of the tuber calcis. ‘There was 
evidence of severe subcutaneous and_peritendinous 
bruising. ‘To expose the tuber calcis the superficial 
digital tendon was temporarily displaced laterally. A 
fine calibre drill was used to drill a hole obliquely 
across the medial corner of the tuber calcis. A No. 30 
5.W.G. steel wire suture was passed through the drilled 
hole and sutured to the medial edge of the superficial 
flexor tendon. (The position of the wire suture is 
shown in the radiograph.) Care was taken in tying the 
suture to prevent the steel wire from cutting through 

the tendon, while at the same time ensuring that it 
prevented future luxation. Subcutaneous tissue was 
apposed with a single continuous No. 00 catgut suture. 
The skin wound was closed with a row of ordinary 
interrupted sutures, using No. 4 monofilament nylon. 
A plaster cast was applied to the limb extending from 
the mid-tibia region to the distal extremity of the meta- 
tarsus, and with a “‘ window ”’ over the skin wound. 


Post-operative Treatment 

Three hundred thousand units of penicillin were 
injected daily for the first five days and controlled 
walking exercise was allowed. Seven days after the 
operation the skin sutures were removed. ‘Ten days 


later, when the plaster cast was removed, there was little 
thickening at the operation site, the flexor tendon was 


Antero-posterior radiograph of the greyhound’s right hock, 
showing the position of the wire suture. 
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The 1955 


Accommodation 


First-class hotel accommodation is limited but no 
serious difficulty will be experienced in providing 
accommodation in Belfast and surrounding areas for all 
those who wish to attend the Congress if they will be 
good enough to book in good time. Suitable accom- 
modation can, if necessary, be provided at nearby seaside 
towns such as Bangor (12 miles). Excellent transport 
facilities are available. This location would suit par- 
ticularly those bringing cars. 


Provisional block bookings have been made at a 
number of hotels but it will be appreciated that this 
accommodation cannot be withheld indefinitely from 
ordinary visitors. Charges at the hotels vary between 
35s. per day (single) for bed and breakfast and 17s. 6d. 
per day. 

Accommodation from the pool of block bookings can 
be obtained only by using the Application Form pro- 
vided with our issue of February 5th, and it will greatly 
facilitate the work of the local committee if members 
will refrain from applying direct to the hotels. 


In addition, plenty of good University hostel accom- 
modation has been placed at our disposal by the Queen’s 
University of Belfast. 


Travelling Arrangements 


Messrs. Thos. Cook & Son, Ltd., are the official 
agents appointed to deal with travelling arrangements 
to Belfast for the Congress. All enquiries should be 
directed to their Post Order Department (Ref. POD/D) 
at Berkeley Street, Piccadilly, London, W.1, or if 
members prefer, to the nearest office in their locality. 


There are several routes to Belfast, including air 
travel. Berthing accommodation on the cross-Channel 
steamers in September is very difficult to secure, and 
in order to avoid disappointment, would members 
hoping to attend the Congress endeavour to make their 
reservations immediately. Arrangements can also be 
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Congress 


made by Cooks for members who intend taking their 
cars ; alternatively, cars can be hired (through Cooks) 
for any length of period desired. 


The imperative necessity of making cross- 


Channel reservations immediately is again 
emphasised. 
Sailing Times and Fares 
Cost of Car 
Approximate Return Fares (Approx.) Single 
Steamer Ist and 3rd Journey Return 
Times Class Double 
HeysHaM~ dep. 23.40 Ist {£4 ‘2s, 3d. £7 to £12 
BELFAST arr. 07.00 3rd £2 5s. ld. 
LiverPooL dep. 21.30 Ist £4 2s. 3d. £8 to £12 
BELFAST arr. 07.30 3rd £2 5s. Id. 
STRANRAER dep. 07.00 Ist £2 13s. 1d. £5 to £10 
LARNE arr. 09.15 3rd £1 9s. Od. 
Giascow dep. 21.00 Ist £3 12s. 4d. £8 to fll 
BELFAST arr. 06.30 3rd £2 ds. 2d. 
HotyHeaD dep. 03.25 Ist £3 Ils. 7d. £8 to £12 
Kincston arr. 06.40 3rd £1 17s. 5d. ~ 
LiverPooL dep. 22.00 Ist £4 2s. 3d. £9 to £13 
DvuBLIN arr. 07.30 3rd £1 19s. Od. 


Air Travel, Passengers and Cars 


There are daily services in operation between London/ 
Dublin, London/Belfast, Liverpool/Dublin and Liver- 
pool/Belfast. Exact details of fares and services can be 
obtained from B.E.A. or Aer Lingus or any branch of 
Messrs. Thomas Cook & Son. Cars can also be trans- 
ported by air. Details are available from The General 
Steam Navigation Co., 95, Bothwell Street, Glasgow, 
C.2. (Central 6643.) 


in normal position and could not be luxated manually. 
The limb was being used almost normally but the 
owner was advised to allow the bitch only controlled 
walking exercise for 14 days. 


Subsequent History 

When examined at the end of its rest period, there 
was no lameness at the walk or trot. Increased exercise 
was now advised. On April 6th the animal became 
lame as the result of the affected leg being injured by a 
closing door. A walnut-sized swelling appeared at the 
point of the hock from which 3 c.c. of blood-stained 
fluid were aspirated. The bitch has since been examined 
on several occasions and found to be completely free 
from lameness. 


Reference 


Sisson, S. ‘‘ The Anatomy of the Domestic Animals.”” Third 
edn. Revised 1938. 


AILMENTS OF BIRDS, RABBITS, GOLDFISH, 
AND OTHER DOMESTIC PETS 


There appears to be an increasing demand for vet- 
erinary assistance in dealing with the ailments of less 
usual domestic pets such as birds, rabbits, goldfish, 
etc. It would be helpful if readers who are interested, 
or who have specialised knowledge, would kindly 
notify the General Secretary, British Veterinary 
Association, 7, Mansfield Street, Portland Place, 
London, W.1, and at the same time state whether 
they would be prepared to give advice on specific 
problems to veterinary surgeons who may require 
their assistance. 


A list of names will then be kept at B.V.A. head- 
quarters, and those wishing for advice are invited to 
apply to the Association. 
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Current Literature 
BOOK REVIEWS 


Die parasitéren Krankheiten der Haustiere. Schmid— 
Hieronymi (6th Edition) 1955. Paul Parey, Berlin. 
Price D.M. 26.80. 


’ This book, the sixth revised edition by Hieronymi 
of the work by Schmid, previously published under 
the title of Diagnose und Bekdmpfung der para- 
sitiven Krankheiten unserer Haustiere, is intended for 
students and practising veterinary surgeons, and lays 
emphasis on the better control of parasitic diseases 
through a greater understanding ot the biology of 
the parasites themselves. 

It deals in detail with protozoal, helminth and 
arthropod parasites of domestic animals, including 
horses, ruminants, pigs, carnivores, including dogs, 
cats and fur-bearing animals, rabbits and hares and 
domestic birds. There is first a general section which 
takes in nomenclature, parasitism and symbiosis, 
immunity, pathogenicity, morphology, physiology 
and classification and this is followed by a chapter 
on diagnostic technique. Here the various methods 
of faecal examination are dealt with in great detail 
and there are numerous diagrams of eggs, larvae 
and protozoan cysts likely to be found in faeces and 
also a key for the identification of lungworm larvae. 

There are also a few words on blood examination, 
but all mention of the examination of skin scrapings 
is left until the section on parasites of the horse, 
which seems an unnecessary division. The rest of the 
book is taken up by the section called ‘‘ General 
control measures.’’ Here ihe parasites are grouped 
according to their hosts, and morphology, life cycles, 
control and treatment all. receive consideration. All 
the forms which occur in Western Europe would 
appear to be present but there is little mention of 
tropical forms. This omission is most apparent with 
the protozoa, trypanosomes, and piroplasms receiv- 
ing scant attention. Among the arthropods, mention 
of temporary parasites seems inadequate and there 
is also an unequal treatment of the various forms of 
myiasis, for example, though Gastrophilus of the 
horse is given a lengthy description, Calliphorine 
myiasis of the sheep is hardly mentioned. 

The book includes much new work, including the 
recent investigations in America into the life cycle of 
Dicrocoelium dendriticum. The many diagrams 
illustrating morphology, life cycles and pathology, 
are generally clear, though some are rather small. 
A short bibliography is appended. 


Pathology of the Dog and Cat Genito-urinary System 


with Clinical Considerations by Frank Bloom, 
D.V.M. American Veterinary Publications. 
Price $12. 


By virtue of their obvious quality, some few books 
step into the very front rank from the moment of 
publication: this monograph is unquestionably such 
a book. The author has long had the reputation of 
being an outstanding authority on diseases of the 
dog and cat, and this work will enhance that reputa- 
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tion. Here, he clearly and interestingly summarises 
the results of 25 years of keen and critical patho- 
logical and clinical observation and of wide-ranging 
reading in the relevant literature, and to *‘ look it 
up in Bloom ’’ will be the constant need and pleasure 
of all concerned in any way with disease of the 
genito-urinary system of the dog and cat. The 
author takes the different organs of the genital and 
urinary tracts in turn, and not only discusses their 
morbid anatomy and histopathology (degenerations, 
circulatory disturbances, inflammations, neoplasia, 
and so on), but also gives important special features 
of their normal anatomy and histology, and physio- 
logical, physiopathological, and aetiological aspects 
receive due attention. Further, the clinical signs 
produced by the various pathological changes are 
briefly but cogently indicated. A number of the 
pathological conditions mentioned appear to have 
been unrecorded or even unobserved previously. The 
monograph is very well illustrated by photographs, 
nearly all of which are very good, of macroscopic 
and microscopic. lesions. 


Particular mention may be made of the discus- 
sions of: renal glomerular disease; the clinical cor- 
relations of interstitial nephritis; cystitis; prostatic 
hyperplasia and prostatitis; endometrial hyperplasia 
and metritis. Neoplasms are dealt with at length in 
the appropriate places, and much useful information 
is given of the very numerous specimens the author 
has seen. There are bibliographies after each major 
section of the work, and the value of these is in- 
creased by the inclusion of the titles of papers 
referred to. 


The publication of this monograph is an out- 
standing milestone in the development of veterinary 
pathology. The book will be of most value to the 
veterinary morbid anatomist, but it is also strongly 
recommended to veterinary students, medical patho- 
logists interested in comparative pathology, and 
small-animal clinicians, while it will also be of 
interest to experimentalists using the dog and cat. 
The veterinary pathologist whose work lies with the 
dog and cat will find the book an indispensable mine 
of information, and from his own special experience 
he will be able to apprecjate the tremendous amount 
of work that has gone into the book. The author’s 
opinions ate particularly valuable, even when they 
vary from usual teaching, as they are so firmly based 
on experience and have so clearly been carefully 
weighed before being advanced. .The veterinary 
student will find here most instructive examples of 
general pathological conditions occurring in special 
organs, and it will be brought home to him that the 
only sure basis of medicine and surgery is a thorough 
knowledge of pathology. The medical pathologist 
will find many comparisons with human pathology, 
while physiologists and others using the dog and 
cat experimentally will have a very useful guide to 
diseases of the genito-urinary system, and may also 
see many useful lines for further research. Finally, 
the small-animal clinician may obtain elucidation of 
many clinical conditions that may hitherto have been 
obscure, as well as sound accounts of the commoner 
lesions. 
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ABSTRACTS 


Effect of 2-Acetamido-5-Nitrothiazole and 2- 
Amino-5-Nitrothiazole on Egg Production, 
Fertility, Hatchability, and Weight Gains in 
Turkeys. Price, R. J., & Borrorrr, C. A. 
(1954). Poult. Sci. 33. 952-957. 

2-amino-5-nithrothiazole is in common use for both 
the prophylaxis and treatment of Blackhead in turkeys, 
while one of its derivatives, 2-acetamido-5-nitrothiazole 
has been reported to have similar properties. The 
authors studied the effect produced by these two 
compounds on the reproduction and weight gains of 
normal turkeys when given at the dosage rates usually 
recommended for use in the field. 

The 2-amino-5-nitrothiazole (Enheptin) was added 
to the mash at concentrations of 0-1 per cent and 
0-05 per cent. and fed to two groups of 17-week-old 
turkeys for a period of two weeks in order to represent 
the therapeutic use of the drug. The 2-acetamido-5- 
nithrothiazole (Enheptin A) was given in the mash at 
concentrations of 0-025 per cent. and 0-0125 per cent. 
and fed to two similar groups continuously from 11 to 
43 weeks of age, thus representing the prophylactic 
use of continuous medication. Altogether 228 hen 
turkeys were treated while a further 109 were kept 
as controls. 

The authors report that the treated and untreated 
birds showed no significant differences in food con- 
sumption, weight gains, egg production, hatchability or 
the production of saleable poults. The birds that 
received 0-05 per cent. Enheptin and those receiving 
0-025 per cent. of Enheptin A showed a significant 
lowering of fertility (by 13-3 and 8-2 per cent. re- 
spectively), while those given 0-1 per cent of Enheptin 
showed a smaller decrease (4-8 per cent.), which was 
not statistically significant. 

The authors considered that these effects would be 
of little importance under field conditions. 

E. A. G. 

(‘I he interest of this paper is increased by its descrip- 
tion of various difficulties that arose during this trial. 
Thus an outbreak of coccidiosis occurred, but was 
controlled by the use of 1 : 1000 sulphamethazine in 
the drinking water. The litter became excessively wet, 
but improved when the ration was changed, and a 
condition of enlarged hocks and leg weakness was 
controlled by increasing the brewers yeast in the 
ration from 24 per cent. to 74 per cent.— Abstractor). 


Equine Sinusitis, A New Therapeutic Approach. 
Krat, F. (1954). 3. Amer. vet. med. Ass. 124. 
373-376. 

Purulent inflammation of the maxillary and frontal 
sinuses may follow respiratory disease, alveolar perios- 
titis of the last three or four upper cheek teeth, or 
injury to the facial or turbinate bones. An inter- 
mittent nasal discharge is the most constant symptom 
and rhinoscopic and laryngoscopic examination are 
considered a reliable means of determining its source. 

To allow the introduction of enzymes and antibiotics 
into the sinus a trephining operation is performed under 
local anaesthesia with the horse in the standing position. 
The site of operation is 1 inch above the facial crest 
and 1} inches anterior to the orbital rim. Using an 
intramedullary pin fixed in a Jacob’s chuck an opening 
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is made into the sinus after a small skin incision has 
been made. Pus is aspirated for bacteriological ex- 
amination and the antibiotic sensitivity of the organism 
determined. 

Solutions of pancreatic dornase (100,000 units) or 
streptokinase (50,000 units) and streptodornase (200,00) 
units) are injected daily for three or four days, the 
sinus being flushed with warm normal saline prior to 
the injection of fresh enzyme. ‘This is followed by the 
introduction of antibiotic for four or five days. Strep- 
tomycin and tyrothricin produce the best results. 
Finally the sinus is flushed with 0-1 to 0-2 per cent. 
Potassium permanganate solution once daily for three 
days and then every other day for six or seven treat- 
ments. A polyethylene tube, fixed into the trephine 
opening facilitates the introduction of solutions and 
keeps the opening patent. 

In none of the nine animals subjected to this treat- 
ment was there any bone necrosis or alveolar periostitis, 
and all made complete recoveries. L. C. U. 


Gowers Report.—Continued from page 329. 

this subject. It does indeed run counter to generally 
accepted scientific belief. |The Gowers Committee 
very properly said that they were not competent to 
express an opinion on fundamental scientific beliefs: 
their responsibility was to consider whether they 
should support Dr. Crofton’s plea for more exhaus- 
tive tests of his theory at Pirbright. I think I should 
point out that it is not part of the duties of the Pir- 
bright Institute to investigate fundamental bacterio- 
logical theories. | However, laboratory experiments 
were made with Dr. Crofton’s vaccine at Pirbright 
in 1939; the result did not support the claim. Dr. 
Crofton has, I believe, asserted that the tests were 
not thorough enough to disprove his theory. 

No evidence was produced to the Gowers Commit- 
tee in support of most of Dr. Crofton’s claims, and 
they came to the conclusion that if the case was put 
at its highest by ignoring all possible sources of error, 
and by accepting that the results of certain experi- 
ments in South America were correctly observed and 
reported and that all cases of immunity in vaccinated 
animals were rightly attributed to vaccination, then 
the efficiency of a vaccine produced by this method 
was much the same as that from an orthodox vac- 
cine. The Committee, after having carefully weighed 
all the factors in the balance, reached the considered 
view that they would not be justified in pressing Pir- 
bright to reconsider its attitude that in the absenc« 
of prima facie scientific supporting evidence there was 
no justification for diverting the resources of the In- 
stitute from the promising research on other lines 
being carried out there. Dr. Crofton’s claims have 
been referred to the Agricultural Research Council, 
who consider that, having regard to the great care 
with which these claims were examined by the Gowers 
Committee, no further action is called for. That is 
also the view of the Government. It would be utterly 
wrong to divert the Foot-and-Mouth Research Insti- 
tute from its approved programme of research in 
order to make a prolonged study of claims to have 
discovered cures and preventives for foot-and-mouth 
disease for which there is no prima facie scientific 
evidence. 
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THE QUEEN VISITS THE ANIMAL HEALTH 
TRUST 

On Thursday morning, April 28th, Her Majesty 
the Queen paid a visit to the Equine Research Station 
of the Animal Health Trust, at Balaton Lodge, New- 
market. She was received by the Duke of Norfolk, 
President of the Trust’s Council, Sir Humphrey de 
Trafford, Bart., Chairman of the Equine Committee, 
’ Dr. W. R. Wooldridge, founder and Chairman of the 
Trust, and Mr. William C. Miller, Director of the Re- 
search Station. The exigencies of press day prevent 
us from giving further details, but an account of the 
Queen’s visit will be published next week. 


BEWICKE AND SHOT PRIZES, 1954 


The Council of the Royal Veterinary College has 
awarded two Bewicke and Shot Prizes for the year 
1954. The first prize has been awarded to Mr. R. H. 
Smythe, M.R.c.v.sS., for his essay entitled ‘‘ Improve- 
ment in the General Welfare of Dogs,’’ and the 
second prize to Mr. J. E. Smith, B.Sc., M.R.C.Vv-S., 
for his essay ‘‘ Some observations on the bacteria 
of the nose and tonsils of healthy dogs.’’ 

Ordinarily only one prize is offered each year, the 
value being about {15 cash. The Prize was founded 
under the Will of the late Captain P. W. Bewicke 
and is offered for competition annually. Candidates 
(who must be graduates of the Royal Veterinary 
College) are required to submit an essay ‘‘ embody- 
ing the results of observations or research leading to 
improvement in the general welfare of dogs.’’ No 
minimum length is prescribed. 

The Competition for 1955 was advertised in THE 
VETERINARY RECORD in January last. Essays must 
be typewritten and must reach the Secretary of the 
Royal Veterinary College not later than December 


3Ist, 1955. 


PORTRAIT OF MR. HOWARD DAWES 

Among the portraits in this year’s summer exhibi- 
tion of the Royal Academy will be one of Mr. Howard 
Dawes, C.B.E., F.R.C.V.S., painted by Arnold Mason, 
R.A. The portrait has been commissioned by the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
and will be hung in the College in appreciation.of Mr. 
Dawes’s presidency during the years 1945 and 
1949-5I. 


INDEX TO THE RECORD 


A number of readers have enquired about the date 
of publication of the 1954 INDEX TO THE REcoRD. 
The reason for its late publication is that the work 
} has been done for the first time by an outside ex- 
pert, who has compiled the Index in, we believe, a 
more effective way than that employed hitherto. 
Our printers also are under extremely heavy pres- 
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News and Comment 


sure, but it is hoped the Index will not now be long 
delayed. 


FIFTY YEARS AGO 


A nostalgic reminder of the days when it was pos- 
sible to afford luxuries, professional and otherwise, 
is provided by a note from a leading article of THE 
ReEcorD dated April 29th, 1905 on the subject of 
the Eighth International Veterinary Congress. 
William Hunting writes :— 

‘‘ The subscription (to the Congress) is only 17s. 
and the whole cost of the journey may well be 
brought within an expenditure of {25. If any single 
Association finds the payment of a delegate too 
onerous it might arrange with another to join in 
defraying expenses. It is no small demand upon a 
practitioner to ask him to leave his practice for 14 
or 21 days, and we fear few will accept the position 
of delegate even if out-of-pocket expenses are paid. 
Still some effort should be made to give Britain a 
respectable place at the Congress.”’ 


In the same issue is a reminder of the axiom about 
other days and other ways. In the course of his 
Presidential address to the North Wales Veterinary 
Medical Society, Mr. R. Jones said: — 


‘“T am not taking a gloomy view of our prospects 
and future. Though we are threatened with motor 
power to take the place of a large number of horses, 
other fields are opening and will open for us. Prob- 
ably the town practitioner is and will be more ad- 
versely affected by the auto-motor. It will not per- 
ceptibly affect the country practitioner, because 
farmers are turning attention more than ever to 
stock rearing, and so long as stock is bred our ser- 
vices will be called for. Our duty is to keep abreast 
of the times and to fit ourselves for whatever pro- 
fessional duties we may be called upon to undertake. 


‘““T notice that one of the suggestions of the Edin- 
burgh Medico-Chirurgical Society is: that dairy 
farms should be under careful veterinary inspection. 
Coming from a body of men that had for their 
deliberations and inquiries the interest of the public 
health, this cannot fail to impress on the public 
authorities the importance of having the hygienic 
conditions of the dairies and cows looked into, in 
order to secure a pure supply of milk to the people.”’ 


Referring again to what had been a discussion on 
the threat of the motor car to veterinary practice, 
a correspondent wrote : — 


‘T cannot quite agree with writers of letters giving 
such a black side to the country veterinary surgeon, 
suggesting that he is doomed, etc. Perhaps these 
are written by town practitioners, or some discon- 
tented persons that nothing in the world would 
satisfy. Now I am a country veterinary surgeon, 
and I consider my lot is far superior to my town 
brethren as to my future, for I am certain that 
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motor lorries and cars must have a telling effect on 
them, but as my practice is a cattle one and they 
cannot get a motor car to supply milk and meat, and 
I can make an honest good living with very little 
expense and outlay, and plenty of country sport 
and engagements both winter and summer, and can 
do also work which adds materially to my income 
which is barred to the town vet., therefore the 
grievances complained of are very much exag- 
gerated.”’ 


HOLIDAY EXCHANGE 


There appear to be a number of French veteri- 
nary surgeons whose sons and daughters would like 
to spend part of their summer holidays with British 
veterinary surgeons and, in return, would like to 
entertain the British children in their homes. 


The following is a list of places where there is a 
French veterinary family who would like to make 
this exchange, and any member of the profession 
who is interested is asked to write as soon as pos- 
sible to the General Secretary of the B.V.A. for 
further particulars. 


Loiret (Chateaux de la Loire Region): Boy of 
13. 

Dréme Region: Boy of 15 would like to visit 
England about July roth and take back an English 
boy in August. 


Yonne Region: Boy of 15. 
Gers Region: Two boys of 13, separate families. 


Sarthe Region: Boy of 17 would like either 
to visit aw pair or receive an English boy in ex- 
change. 


Vienne Kegion: Boy of 14. His mother would 
bring him and would return to France with an 
English boy. 


Landes Region: A young man of 20, who has 
just finished a year specialising in mathematics. He 
would like to stay as a paying guest, but would take 
another boy to. his home in exchange if desired. He 
would like to come to England from about’ July 15th 
to August 15th. 


Finistére ; Girl of 14. 


Seine-ct-Marne : Boy of 17 au pair. 


NETHERLANDS PIG AND SHEEP SHOW 


We are asked by the Board of the Central Pig 
Breeders’ Association of the Netherlands to announce 
their national show which takes place on September 
16th, in the Veemarkthallen at S’—Hertogenbosch. 


The show, which takes place at five-yearly inter- 
vals, is intended to give a broad picture of the pig- 
breeding industry in that country. There will be 
some 350 exhibits. 

The Central Sheep Breeders’ Association of the 
Netherlands is collaborating, and in addition to the 
pigs about 300 sheep from all parts of the country 
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will be on view. Members of the profession from 
Britain are invited, and entrance is free on presenta- 
tion of a passport. 


APPOINTMENT TO THE U.S.A. 


Mr. D. D. Ogilvie has been appointed to I.C.I. 
(New York) Ltd. and will leave for America on 
July 28th. In the U.S.A. he is to be responsible for 
I.C.I. interests in the plant protection, fertiliser, 
general agricultural, and pharmaceutical fields. 

Mr. Ogilvie joined the Company as _ veterinary 
adviser from the Animal Health Division of the 
Ministry of Agriculture in 1943, having previously 
been in practice in Warwickshire. He became head 
of the veterinary department of the I.C.I. Pharma- 
ceuticals Division in 1946, and in 1948 was appointed 
a director of the Agricultural Division. 

Mr. Ogilvie was educated at George Heriots, 
Edinburgh, and graduated B.Sc. at Edinburgh 
University and M.R.C.V.S. at the Royal (Dick) Vet- 
erinary College in 1937. He has travelled widely in 
the course of his duties. He is at present British rep- 
resentative on the film committee of the International 
Veterinary Congresses, a member of the Overseas 
Committee of the B.V.A., and President of the Lan- 
cashire Veterinary Association. 

In his new and wider sphere Mr. Ogilvie will still 
be intimately connected with veterinary developments 
and animal industry affairs and expects to visit 
Britain at frequent intervals. 


ANNUAL DINNER OF THE ASSOCIATION OF 
THE BRITISH PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY 

Four hundred guests, including eminent members 
of the profession, attended this annual dinner, held 
at the Dorchester, Park Lane, London, on April 
2zoth. Among them were Professor Robertson, 
President of the B.V.A., who responded to the toast 
of The Guests, Dr. Wooldridge, President of the 
Royal College, and Mr. J. N. Ritchie, Chief Vet- 
erinary Officer, Mr. W. G. R. Oates, Registrar of 
the Royal College, was present also. 

In the course of his speech proposing The Guests, 
Mr. J. F. Boucher, President of the A.B.P.I., said: — 

‘‘There is one thing I have not forgotten: that 
Professor Robertson is here with many other mem- 
bers of his profession. Many of our members have 
always taken a great interest in veterinary medicine 
and I am glad to say they are taking more interest 
in veterinary matters to-day. Many of the products 
which have been discovered for human ailments have 
also been found to be very helpful for veterinary 
use. Inside our Association we have formed a Vet- 
erinary Committee to look at all the problems that 
are arising there. Also we have a joint committee 
with representatives of the Pharmaceutical Society of 
Great Britain, the British Veterinary Association, 
and the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

‘* It is now my privilege, as President, to propose 
the health of Professor Robertson and all our guests. 
We in the Association are grateful for your interest 
in our affairs and for your understanding and help 
in many of our problems. We are indeed pleased and 
honoured to have you with us to-night.”’ 
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PERSONAL 
Births 

HarTLEY.—On April 12th, 1955, at Tankerdale 
Farm, Steep Marsh, Petersfield, to the wife of 
Richard W. Hartley, M.R.c.v.s., of 7, The Square, 
Petersfield, Hants, a daughter. 

Ritey.—On April rgth, 1955, to Chippy, (née 
Hall), wife of R. Malcolm Riley, B.v.sc., M.R.C.V.S., 
a daughter, Anne Elisabeth. 

April 23rd, 1955, at. Ipswich 
Borough General Hospital, to Audrey (née James) 
and Michael Stalbow, M.R.C.v.s., a daughter, Nicola 
Jane. 

Marriage 

STEWART—WEIR.—On March 2gth, 1955, at St. 
Martin’s, Edinburgh, Anthony Forrest Stewart, 
B.SC., M.R.C.V.S., only son of Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Stewart, Eyemouth, to Heather, youngest daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. Weir, Brentsfield Place, 
Edinburgh. 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


Pecciz, William Wallace (J.P.), of Nithsdale, 
Biggar, Lanark. Graduated Edinburgh, May 28th, 
1912. Died April 18th, 1955. 


SETON, James, 140, Dumbreck Road, Eltham, 
S.E.9. Graduated Edinburgh, May 19th, 1904. Died 
April 16th, 1955; aged 86 years. 

SawyeER, Henry Thomas (Major-General, late 
Director-General A.V.S., retd.), Laurel Lodge, Hill 
Brow, Liss, Hants. Graduated London, May roth, 
1893. Died March 15th, 1955. 


PROFESSOR D. T. BARRY 


We record with regret -the death of Professor D. 
T. Barry, M.D., D.SC., F-R.C.S., Emeritus Professor 
of Physiology in the University College of Cork. He 
was 84. Professor Barry was an examiner to the 
Royal Cellege of Veterinary Surgeons from 1933 to 
1941. 

MR. WILLIAM WALLACE PEGGIE, 
J.P., F.R.C.V.S. 

Our readers will learn with regret of the death 
of Mr. W. W. Peggie, J.P., F-R.C.V.S., which took 
place in an Edinburgh nursing home on Monday, 
April 18th, 1955. 

Mr. Peggie, whose family were associated with 
the farming industry, qualified at the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College in 1912. Immediately after 
qualification he took charge of the practice in Biggar 
where he spent his whole professional life. Situated 
in the southern uplands of Scotland the practice in- 
cluded an area where the breeding of Clydesdale 
horses at one time was an important feature of the 
rural economy. The area includes a high proportion 
of high-class dairy herds and part of the area is 
formed by the lowland hills with their valuable 
sheep stocks. Though essentially concerned with farm 
stock Mr. Peggie did not neglect the small-animal 
side of the practice which extended beyond the con- 
fines of Lanarkshire into Peeblesshire and Dumfries- 
shire. 
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In 1922 Mr. Peggie was awarded the Fellowship 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, his 
thesis being entitled ‘‘ Observations on fJoint-IIl 
Prophylaxis.” 


From 1923 until 1939 Mr. Peggie served as a 
member of the Board of Management of the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College, being elected to that posi- 
tion by the members of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons practising in Scotland. He served as 
President of the Scottish Metropolitan Division of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association from 1922 
till 1924. 

Apart from his professional activities Mr. Peggie 
was a breeder of Blackface sheep on a hill farm some 
few miles from Biggar. As a breeder and exhibitor 
of pedigree Blackface Ram Lambs Mr. Peggie 
achieved high places for his stock at the annual 
shows and sales in Lanark. 


Mr. Peggie was a Justice of the Peace for Lanark- 
shire. 

During the past four years he suffered from re- 
current cardiac trouble that necessitated an increasing 
restriction of his activities. He is survived by a 
widow and two daughters to whom every sympathy 
is extended in the loss of a husband and father. 

The funeral took place at Biggar Churchyard on 
Thursday, April 21st. On a bright sunny afternoon 
some 200 members of the farming community paid 
their last respects to the veterinary surgeon who had 
practised amongst them for 43 years. 


Representatives of the veterinary profession in- 
cluded Dr. J. Russell Greig, Mr. D. M. Robertson 
(Mr. Peggie’s partner), Mr. R. R. McCrone (Assis- 
tant), Mr. R. F. Hall representing the Scottish Met- 
ropolitan Division, Mr. A. M. Urquhart representing 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Health Division, 
Mr. D. S. Rabagliati, Professor Mitchell, and Pro- 
fessor Boddie representing the Royal (Dick) School 
of Veterinary Studies. 


COMING EVENTS 
April 


30th (Sat.). Annual General Meeting of the Associa- 
tion of State Veterinary Officers in the Auditorium 
of the Wellcome Research Institute, 183-193, 
Euston Road, N.W.1, 1.30 pm. Annual Dinner 
at the Criterion Restaurant, Piccadilly, W.1, 
7 p-m. 

May 

3rd (Tues.). Afternoon Meeting of the Eastern 
Counties Division, B.V.A., at Colchester. 
General Meeting of the Eastern Counties Division, 
B.V.A., at the George Hotel, Colchester, 
11.45 a.m. 

4th (Wed.). Annual General Meeting of the Sussex 
Division, B.V.A., at the Old Ship Hotel, Brighton, 
2.30 p.m. 

5th (Thurs.). Annual General Meeting of the Central 
Division, B.V.A., at the Royal Veterinary Col- 
lege, Camden Town, N.W.1, 6 p.m. 
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6th (Fri.). Royal Veterinary College 163rd Annual 
Ball at the Hyde Park Hotel. 
Meeting of the Welsh Branch, B.V.A., at the Dairy 
Buildings, Llanbadarn Road, Aberystwyth, 2 p.m. 

11th (Wed.). Evening Meeting of the Eastern 
Counties Division, B.V.A., at Ipswich. 
Meeting of the Royal Veterinary College Medical 
Association at Streatley House, Berks, 2 p.m. 
General Meeting of the Midland Counties Division, 
B.V.A., at the Regent Hotel, Leamington Spa, 
2.30 p.m. 
Joint Meeting of the Eastern Counties Division, 
B.V.A., and the Ipswich and District Clinical 
Society at the Great White Horse Hotel, Ipswich, 
8.45 p.m. 

12th (Thurs.). R.C.V.S. Dinner, Dorchester Hotel. 
Annual General Meeting of the Essex Division, 
B.V.A., at the Essex Institute of Agriculture, 
Writtle, Essex, 7.30 p.m. 

13th (Fri.). Annual Dinner-Dance of the Chiron Club 
in the Royal Hotel, Bristol, 7 p.m. 
General Meeting of the Yorkshire Division, B.V.A., 
at the British Oil and Cake Mills, Ltd., Selby, 
12 noon. 

14th (Sat.). Annual Sports Day of the Royal Vet- 
erinary College to be held at Streatley, 2 p.m. 

18th (Wed.). Meeting of the R.A.V.C. Division, 
B.V.A., at the Equine Research Station, The 
Animal Health Trust, Balaton Lodge, Newmarket, 
I2 noon. 
Annual General Meeting of the Veterinary Benevo- 
lent and Mutual Defence Society at the Midland 
Hotel, Manchester, 2.30 p.m. 

24th (Tues.). Annual General Meeting of the Society 
of Practising Veterinary Surgeons at the Royal 
Station Hotel, York, 2.15 p.m. 


June 

tst (Wed.). 1r2th Annual General Meeting of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons at ro, Red 
Lion Square, London, W.C.1, 12 noon. 
Annual General Meeting of the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund, at the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons, 10, Red Lion Square, London, 
W.C.1, following the A.G.M. of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons (called for 12 noon). 


roth (Fri.). Annual Dinner of the R.A.V.C. Officers’ 
Club, at Grosvenor House, Park Lane, London. 


September 


4th to 10th, 73rd Anaual General Meeting and Congress 
of the British Veterinary Association at Belfast. 


R.C.V.S. EXAMINATIONS 
May 6th, Friday.—Pharmacology, etc., Examina- 
tion (Revised Syllabus). Written Examination. 
May 9th, Monday.—Pharmacology, etc., Examina- 
tion (Revised Syllabus). Oral and Practicals (London 
and Dublin). 
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May 12th, Thursday.—Animal Management Ex- 
amination at Dublin. 

May 12th, Thursday.—Entries for D.V.S.M., 
Examination due. 

June gth, Thursday.—D.V.S.M., Written Exami- 
nations commence at Edinburgh. 

June 13th, Monday.—D.V.S.M. Oral and Practi- 
cals commence. 

June 23rd, 
Examinations. 

June 24th, Friday.—M.R.C.V.S. Written Exami- 
nations. 

June 27th, Monday.—M.R.C.V.S., Practical and 
Orals commence (Panels ‘‘A’’ and ‘'B’’). 


Thursday.—M.R.C.V.S. Written 


ADDRESSES OF DISEASE-INFECTED PREMISES 


The list given below indicates, first, the county in 
which are situated the premises on which disease has 
been contirmed, followed by the postal address and 
date of outbreak. 


Anthrax 

Dorset. 34, Old Wareham Road, Newtown, Park- 
stone, Poole (Apr. 18); Druce Farm, Puddletown, 
Dorchester (Apr. 19). 

Durham. East House Farm, Bishop Middleham, 
Ferryhill (Apr. 20). 

Kent. Burnt Oak House Farm, Orlestone, Ash- 
ford (Apr. 18). 

Kirkcudbright. Laggan-Mullan, 
Fleet, Castle Douglas (Apr. 19). 

Lancs. Grundys Farm, Beaumont Road, Lostock, 
Bolton (Apr. 20). 

Lincs. Needles Farm, Brothertoft, 
13). 

Norfolk. Grove Farm, Sculthorpe, Fakenham 
(Apr. 18); Banklands Farm, Clenchwarton, King’s 
Lynn (Apr. 19). 

Northants. Kemsheds Farm, Earls Barton, North- 
ampton (Apr. 18). 

Staffs. Manor Farm, Nobut, 
Trent (Apr. 21). 

Halesbridge Farm, 
(Apr. 18). 

Wigtown. Maidland Farm, Wigtown (Apr. 18). 

Yorks. Park Fold Farm, Mytholmroyd, Halifax 
(Apr. 18). 


Gatehouse of 


Boston (Apr. 


Leigh, Stoke-on- 


Newdigate, Dorking 


Fowl Pest 
Bucks. Sunnyside, Marsh Gibbon (Apr. 19). 


Ches. Holmeston Hall, Oulton Lowe, Tarporley 
(Apr. 22). 

Derby. Hardiwick Farm, Ashover, Chesterfield 
(Apr. 20). 

Devon. Comrie House, Clapham, Kenn, Exeter. 
(Apr. 22). 

Essex. Maplecroft, Horndon-on-the-Hill, Stan- 
ford-le-Hope (Apr. 19); Crau Chan, Fairmeads 


Avenue, Dawes Heath, Thundersley (Apr. 20). 
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Swine Fever 


Essex. Whitehouse Farm, Thorington, Colchester 
(Apr. 19); Greenacres, Little Totham, Maldon (Apr. 
20); The Hall, Great Bardfield, Braintree (Apr. 22); 
Hall Farm, Southminster; Braemar, Mill Hill Drive, 
Billericay (Apr. 25). 


Glamorgan. 18, Carmarthen Row, Port Talbot 
(Apr. 19). 
Herts. Dropshot Meadow, Anstey, Buntingford 


(Apr. 25). 

Lancs. Horridges Farm, Egerton, Bolton (Apr. 
20); Hoole Fold, Barton, Preston; Stormer Hill 
Closes, Cann Street, Tottington, Bury; Wiggans 
Farm, Leyland Lane, Ulnes Walton, Preston; Sandy 
Lane, Holmeswood, Rufford, Ormskirk (Apr. 21); 
Great Plane Tree Farm, Whitechapel, Goosnargh 
(Apr. 22); Squires Gate Farm, Pilling, Preston (Apr. 
25). 

Leics. 61, Auburn Road, Blaby (Apr. 20). 

Merioneth. Penbrynbella, Dolgelley (Apr. 19). 

Middx. Garden Cottage, West End Lane, Harling- 
ton, Hayes (Apr. 25). 

Norfolk. Rope Walk Piggeries, Salters Road, 
King’s Lynn (Apr. 22); Meadow Farm, Flegg Green, 
Wereham, King’s Lynn (Apr. 23); Highbank Farm, 
Lynn Road, Walpole Highway (Apr. 25). 

Renfrew. Oakdene Piggery, Giffnock (Apr. 22). 

Salop. Pool Bank, Pontesbury Hill, Pontesbury; 
Lilwyn Cottages, Llyn Road, Oswestry (Apr. 19); St. 
Winifreds, Underdale Road, Shrewsbury (Apr. 22); 
Shrubbery Farm, Longnor, Shrewsbury (Apr. 25). 

Staffs. Little Ankerton Farm, Eccleshall (Apr. 19); 
St. Thomas, Mill Farm, Stafford; ‘‘ Newhaven,’’ 
Billington; Carr House Farm, Stone (Apr. 23); Cock 
Inn, Stowe-by-Chartley, Stafford (Apr. 25). 


Suffolk. Place Farm, Bardwell, Bury St. 
Edmunds; Brickyard Farm, Chilton, Sudbury (Apr. 
25). 


Warwicks. Scotland Farm, Northfield, Birming- 
ham, 31; Manor Farm, Claverdon; Church Farm, 
Morton Bagot, Studley (Apr. 25). 

Wigtown. Challoch Farm, Leswalt, 
(Apr. 25). 

Worcs. Woodside Piggeries, Whittington, Worces- 
ter (Apr. 21); 77, Barley Mow Lane, Catshill, Broms- 
grove (Apr. 25). 

Yorks. Park End Farm, Bishop Burton, Beverley 
(Apr. 21); 127, Windy Bank Lane, Hightown, 
Liversedge (Apr. 22). 


Stranraer 


The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent the 
personal opinions of the writer only and their publication does not imply 
endorsement by the B.V.A. 


RABBIT MORTALITY 


Sir,--I wonder if any of your readers can enlighten 
me as to the possible aetiology of an outbreak of 
disease resulting in the extermination of wild rabbits 
on an isolated hill farm. Whilst visiting the premises 
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I was informed by the owner that during the previous 
fortnight apparently all the rabbit population of this 
heavily infested farm had died. Large numbers had 
been observed wandering blindly about in broad day- 
light and after some days of this behaviour the 
majority had succumbed in the open. At the bottom 
of the hillside upon which the farm was situated was 
a marshy field, overgrown with sedges, to which 
most of the animals had gravitated so that the whole 
surface was littered with hundreds of carcases so 
thickly that it was almost impossible to avoid tread- 
ing upon them. Most had been dead at least a week. 
Their heads and bodies were disfigured by the presence 
of swellings, up to five in number on each carcase, 
usually almost spherical in shape and from 3 to 5 c.m. 
in diameter. The contents were of a gelatinous con- 
sistency in the fresher cases but where decomposi- 
tion was advanced they appeared creamy. Some of 
the contents were definitely purulent though not 
offensive in odour. 

So far as could be ascertained the condition did 
not spread to other farms. Two veterinary labora- 
tories consulted at the time could offer no definite 
diagnosis. 

Perhaps I should apologise for the delay in record- 
ing this outbreak. The cases were observed at 
Porkellis in the county of Cornwall and the date 
was September, 1929. 

Yours faithfully, 
R. H. SMYTHE, 
6, Peveril Drive, 
The Park, 
Nottingham. 


Apnil 20th, 1955. 


DERMATOMYCOSES OF DOGS AND CATS 

Sir,—Considerable interest is being shown currently 
in the dermatomycoses of sma!l animals because of 
the possibility of transference of infection to human 
beings, Microsporum canis infection of dogs and cats, 
particularly of the latter, being recognised as a hazard 
to children in which it, is a cause of ringworm, 
especially of the scalp. Trichophyton infections of 
dogs and cats, though apparently less frequent in 
Britain than Microsporum infection, are also trans- 
missible to man. 

Keeping the public health aspect in mind, a veteri- 
nary surgeon in practice is faced with some difficulty 
in deciding whether the treatment of an affected dog 
or cat is justified. Authorities differ in their opinions. 
Writing on ringworm of the human scalp, Muende 
(1951) states: ‘‘ In all cases, contacts should be ex- 
amined carefully and, in those due to animal infec- 
tion, the primary source of the infection sought. 
Although infection in cattle and horses can be treated 
by local measures this does not apply to domestic 
pets such as cats, dogs, and canaries, when it is found 
expedient to destroy the animal.’’ On the other hand, 
Kirk (1954), while acknowledging that the treatment 
of cats is often not recommended because of the 
latent state in which infection may persist in these 
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animals, states that he would hesitate to destroy a 
valuable cat without first attempting treatment. He 
makes no specific comment regarding the advisabi- 
lity, or otherwise, of treating infected dogs, but from 
the various treatments which are outlined by him it 
would appear that he believes attempts at treatment 
of dogs are justifiable. 

I feel it would be very helpful if your Mycology 
Committee, and others interested in this problem, 
could give their opinion on the following questions 
which arise not uncommonly in_ small-animal 
practice. 

Is the treatment of a dog or cat infected with 
either Trichophyton or Microsporum spp. recom- 
mended? If so, what preparation may be safely 
used on a cat which, though exhibiting no obvious 
lesions, shows under Wood s. light extensive infection 
of the hairs with Microsporum canis? In dogs, where 
the lesions are likely to be localised and more obvious 
than in cats, should treatment, if undertaken, be 
restricted to the lesions, or should the whole of the 
animal’s body surface be treated with a fungicide? 
Is any reliable information available as regards order 
of efficiency amongst the fungicides, preparations of 
which seem to be legion? 


Yours faithfully, 


R. B. GRIFFITHS, 
g, Cumberland Avenue, 
Liverpool, 17. 
April 22nd, 1955. 
References 
Kirk, H. (1954). Index of Treatment in Small-Animal 
Practice. Third Edition. London. Bailliére, Tindall, & 
Cox. 
Muenve, I. (1951). British Encyclopaedia of Medical Prac 
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ANIMAL NURSES 

Sir,—Workers engaged in most occupations ancil- 
lary to human medicine, e.g., nursing, physiotherapy, 
radiography, and laboratory technology, are now 
organised into their respective societies to the benefit 
of worker, physician and patient alike. Although 
the medical profession has helped greatly in the 
formation of these organisations, it is in no way 
directly responsible for the conduct of their exami- 
nations or for the discipline of their members; these 
are the function of the organisations themselves. 

In view of the unqualified success of this method 
of organisation, we are very surprised that those 
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responsible for the scheme for training animal nurses 
wish to depart from it by making the R.C.V.S. 
responsible for their examination, registration and 
discipline. At first sight, this would give the pro- 
fession, through the R.C.V.S., more control over 
animal nurses, but further consideration will reveal 
the important implications therein. For example, 
it would be unjust and improbable that any govern- 
ing body, such as the R.C.V.S., should examine and 
sit in judgment upon the conduct of people engaged 
in a different occupation unless the latter were 
directly represented on that governing body. The 
R.C.V.S., in any case, would no longer be a body 
concerned solely and directly with veterinary sur- 
geons, but with animal nurses as well. Any control 
gained over animal nurses might well be far out- 
weighed by the consequent embarrassment, and loss 
of prestige in the public and scientific worlds. 

We wish to emphasise that we have no objection 
at all to the trainirg of animal nurses but we strongly 
object to sharing the same governing body with them. 

Yours faithfully, 
K. M. M. SMITH, 
H. WILLIAMS SMITH, 
Houghton, 
Hunts. 


April 23rd, 1955. 


AN UNUSUAL MOUTH CONDITION IN SHEEP 


Sir,—I was interested in the article under the above 
heading by Messrs. Shanks & Donald, as I first saw 
the condition Ir years ago in hoggs reared and 
wintered on hill ground. The primary cause in this 
instance was a very extensive runaway hill fire which 
burnt every blade of grass and heather for miles 
around, as it came after a very dry spell in May. 
The result was that only fresh new grass was avail- 
able that summer, resulting in cases appearing in 
July and August. There has been no recurrence of 
the condition on the farm, although no preventive 
measures were taken other than controlling moor 
fires. It rather supports the idea that new grass con- 
tains less minerals than old grass. 

Yours faithfully, 
J. M. FLETCHER, 
Duisdale, 
Lochgilphead, 
Argyll. 


April 24th, 1955- 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACT, 1950—GREAT BRITAIN 
Summary of Returns of Confirmed Outbreaks of Scheduled (Notifiable) Diseases 


Period Anthrax Atrophic Rhinitis Foot-and-mouth Fowl Pest Sheep Scab Swine Fever 
Ist to 15th March, 1955 41 1 8 48 
1954 16 2 49 58 
Corresponding< 1953 43 2 14 93 
period in (1952 23 3 10 44 
Ist January to 15th March, 1955 225 =~ 6 148 — 241 
1954 60 10 368 282 
Corresponding< 1953 250 21 171 386 
in (1952 97 29 55 1 206 
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